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by David Rhodes ’69 

�

In this excerpt from Driftless, acclaimed author David Rhodes’ first novel in more than 

30 years, we get a haircut in Ohio with one of the many intriguing characters who collide 

in the rural village of Words, Wisconsin. 

Winifred Smith had been in full-time pastoral ministry for six years. At 33, she remained 

confident that God had a plan for her, a purpose, but she did not yet know what it entailed. 

And though she eagerly anticipated the joy that would accompany embarking on her life’s mis-

sion, she avoided imagining in any detail what her future might hold—for fear vain predilections 

might block the Way in which unseen forces were guiding her. Allowing things to develop all 

by themselves would open doors of experience.

In just this manner she had been led to the Words Friends of Jesus Church and into her 

current circumstances. The opportunity had come unexpectedly, while she was waiting for 

a barber to trim her hair in a tiny three-chair shop in Cincinnati. 

As the steady snipping of long-handled stainless steel scissors performed thin, rapid, rhythmic, 

metallic insect music, she turned the pages of limp glossy outdoors magazines. Oily smells from 

colored bottles on the shelf along the mirror combined with the odor of men in vinyl chairs

Keeping a Respectful               Distance

P h o t o  b y 

S p f o t o c z ; 

D r e a m s t i m e . c o m
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As the ice storm of 2008 showed members of the Marlboro community, it takes more 
than generators to remain comfortable in the worst-case scenario. BuildingGreen editor 
Tristan Roberts shares what everyone would do well to know about “passive survivability.”  

In normal circumstances—classes in session, outdoor activities afoot, sunny fall weather—the 

Marlboro campus and community appears healthy and resilient. What happens, though, when 

the college is hit with a destructive and disruptive event defying our conventional powers of 

control? This occured on the night of December 11, 2008, when Marlboro was coated thickly 

with ice, like much of the Northeast at higher elevations, knocking down trees, taking out power 

and closing roads.

As environmental historian Ted Steinberg argues in Acts of God: The Unnatural History of 

Natural Disaster in America, we tend to take a simple view of disasters. They are no more than 

events that happen from time to time, defying patterns and predictability. To the extent that we 

explain them to ourselves, we focus on technical accounts: what kind of weather or other natural 

system was the cause, how many people affected, how many dollars in damage? 

This is a narrow and convenient mindset that encourages us to move on without look-

ing for lessons from yesterday’s tragedies, Steinberg tells us. Leaders who are responsible for our 

safety tend to depict natural disasters as things that “happen.” The sooner they can move on and 

rebuild, rather than explore our weaknesses or powerlessness, the more comfortable they feel.

Author Malcolm Gladwell builds on Steinberg’s analysis in a New Yorker article titled 

“Political Heat.” Gladwell proposes looking at our communities from a different angle, not “how 

BUILDING F
                                    by Tristan Roberts ’00
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a snowshoe. The price of gasoline may 

now be, ounce-per-ounce, closer to the 

cost of “Genny” Cream Ale, but I’m still 

leaving those nasty carbon footprints 

everywhere I go.

To figure out just how much carbon 

I’m spewing into the air, I went to a carbon 

calculator (there’s a jillion of them online). 

I punched in a few numbers and saw that 

I emit about 32 tons of carbon each year. 

Thirty-two tons? What do you do with that? 

The carbon calculator knew exactly what 

to do: give it money to offset my carbon emis-

sions and I could drive my 100 miles a day 

with a clear conscience. I was liking the way 

that carbon calculator was thinking, until it 

told me just how much I’d have to pay for my 

clear conscience: $624. Not to cheap out on 

Old Dame Nature, but that’s a lot of “Genny” 

Cream Ale. 

As you know, liberal arts college graduates 

have highly honed critical thinking skills. In 

addition to giving us the ability to appreciate 

New Yorker cartoons, these critical thinking 

Like most people, I never gave much thought 

to my carbon footprint. I guess that’s because 

carbon footprints, like iPods and Sarah Palin, 

didn’t actually exist until about 11 minutes 

ago. And even when carbon footprints did 

enter my radar screen (about seven minutes 

ago), it was as something that coal-fired 

power plants had to worry about, not me.

But all that ended when I quit my job 

at Marlboro College. I’d worked there for 

14 years, most of it with a commute of five 

miles or fewer; in fact my three years living 

in Random South required a daily commute 

of about 300 steps round-trip. Now I com-

mute from my home in Marlboro to Amherst, 

Massachusetts, a 100-mile round-trip drive 

every day. There’re lots of ways I can feel 

bad about this, not the least of which is that 

last summer, when gasoline cost about the 

same as McNeill’s Oatmeal Stout, ounce-

per-ounce, I was spending a hundred bucks 

a week on my commute. 

And on top of it all, my carbon footprint 

grew from the size of a sneaker to that of 

Former Potash Hill 

editor Kevin Kennedy is 

communications director 

at the Five Colleges con-

sortium, which is exactly 

50 miles from Marlboro. 

If you want to read 

some funny stuff that 

he has written, go to 

naturemanrules.com.

P h o t o  b y 

B a r b a r a  Q u i n n ; 

D r e a m s t i m e . c o m

Erasing My Carbon Footprint

by Kevin Kennedy
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O N  &  O F F  T H E  H I L L
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Above: A camel 

considers the scope 

of history at the great 

pyramids of Giza.

P h o t o  b y 

G e r i  M e d i n a

Opposite top: Sarah 

Ferrari ’10, Mia 

Noel ’09 and Luc 

Mitchell enjoy 

a tea break.

P h o t o  b y 

A h m e d  S a l a m a

Opposite bottom:

A student experiences 

nonstop creativity at 

the drawathon last 

November.

P h o t o  b y 

A d a m  K e l l e r

Students find warm 
welcome on the Nile
Marlboro’s Arabic instructor, Ahmed Salama, 

is one of 20 Fulbright teaching fellows from Egypt 

who were placed in U.S. colleges and universities 

this year. But he is the only one in the history of the 

program to visit Egypt with a group of his students. 

Ahmed accompanied four Marlboro students on 

a 12-day tour, from the Alabaster Mosque of Cairo 

to the catacombs of Alexandria, over spring break.

“The highlight of the trip for me was seeing 

the students get involved in a number of different cultures and watching them respond,” said 

Ahmed. “Although we have talked and read about these cultures in class, living the reality 

was completely different.”

The group spent five days in Cairo, visiting the Egyptian museum, the great pyramids of 

Giza, the ancient capital of Memphis and the tombs of Sakkara, as well as mosques, churches 

and synagogues. They also met with Fulbright Commission staff, the Egyptian Council for 

Foreign Affairs, graduate students from Cairo University and of course many of Ahmed’s 

friends, who were eager to chat over coffee or mint tea.

“It seemed that everywhere we went, people our age were very into their studies and had 

high ambitions of becoming lawyers, doctors, teachers or involved in foreign affairs,” said Geri 

Medina ’10. “The hospitality and eagerness of the Egyptians to discuss everything from family 

and education to politics with us was unmatched; truly some of the most kind, smart and 

wonderful people I’ve ever met.” The new administration in the U.S. was a popular topic 

of conversation, along with the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

Then the group traveled to Al Mansoura and explored some of the countryside in the 

middle of the Delta region. They met with more of Ahmed’s friends at Al Mansoura University, 

dropped in on an elementary school and visited with farmers and their animals in the village 

of Shobra Babel. 

“We walked to a shelter among the lush fields, where we sat and ate fatir (flatbread) dipped 

in black honey, all the time sharing the space with the cattle,” said Catherine O’Callaghan, 

director of advising, who also accompanied the group. “I had a conversation with a farmer 

who had many questions about the soil in Vermont—none of which I knew the answer to.” 

The group also attended a lively wedding reception in Al Mansoura, where Luc Mitchell ’12 

was encouraged to join in the dancing (only men dance at such events). “I was invited to the 

dance floor and then led to a platform above the crowd where the bride and groom sat,” said Luc, 

who was reportedly a magnet for preteen Egyptian girls. “I had a great time, undoubtedly made a 

fool out of myself and got along very well with the Egyptians, who, unlike me, knew how to dance.” 

The highlight for many was a day spent with Ahmed’s family at his house in Al Mahalla 

Al Kubra. “Ahmed’s family was the sweetest,” said Geri. “His mom cooked us a huge meal; 

it took her, like, three days straight to cook everything. I saw the importance of family to 

Arabic cultures, which I had read about.”
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Ahmed and his fellow travelers then moved on to Alexandria, on the Mediterranean Sea, 

where they explored the catacombs, visited universities and discovered the fishing village of 

Al Max. They also met up with last year’s Arabic Fulbright Fellow at Marlboro, Faisal Younis. 

All too soon it was time to return to Cairo for one last night before heading back to mud 

season in Vermont. 

“The trip tied in with our curriculum in many 

ways, as Arabic class is not for language only but 

also about Arabic cultures,” said Ahmed. The vis-

itors also made several contacts that will continue 

to connect Marlboro to Egypt in the years ahead. 

They plan to continue cross-cultural dialogue 

with university students through the American 

Center in Alexandria and to become Friends of 

the Bibliotheca Alexandrina. There are also plans 

in the works to send Marlboro students to intern 

at Gudran, a non profit organization that links local development to the arts. 

Other student trips over spring break included the annual pilgrimage to the Native 

American community of Oujé-Bougoumou, in central Quebec, a visit to Vietnam to continue 

collaborations with researchers at Hue University and a service learning trip to Costa Rica.

Drawing marathon fills Drury
In November 2008, Drury Gallery was filled to the ceiling with an assemblage of skeletons, 

umbrellas, pedestals, benches, staghorn ferns, pumpkins, vases, stepladders, plastic cups, 

drapes, building blocks, watering cans and other bric-a-brac. This wasn’t the art instal-

lation of an ambitious Marlboro student but a giant “still life,” the multifaceted subject 

drawn by a group of students, faculty and guests. The “drawathon” was two long days of 

nonstop creativity, led by artist alumni Jason Buening ’00 and Thomas McMillan ’02, 

who met at Marlboro and continue their artistic dialogue as neighbors in New Haven, 

Connecticut. Participants committed to at least five hours of drawing, filling large sheets 

of paper with collaborative drawings of the subjects balanced in the center of the room.

“The discipline derived from a daily schedule and the energy from collaborating in 

a group is really strengthening for your studio practice,” said Jason, who describes his 

approach as “that of an engineer trapped inside an impressionist.” He adds, “It also 

alleviates the isolation one can feel when enveloped in their own work.”

The drawathon was inspired by a two-week drawing intensive that Tom and Jason 

both participated in at the New York Studio School of Drawing, Painting and Sculpture. 

Later, while renting rooms in the same house in Boston, they recreated the experience 

by drawing piles of furniture and other stuff arranged into towers (the landlord was away). 

Marlboro art faculty Cathy Osman and Tim Segar suggested trying it at Marlboro. They 

did their first drawathon at Marlboro in 2004, then did a repeat last fall.
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“In the recent version we tried to increase the frequency of experiences from the first that 

were most valuable,” said Tom, who works as a teacher, writer and photographer in New Haven. 

“Experiences such as shaking students free of familiar habits and pushing them into areas that 

would have them begin to think differently about drawing and about their creative processes.”

“We all worked not just on one piece but moved freely around the room helping each 

other and returning to original work to find it much changed,” said art professor Tim Segar.

“The show that followed was a remarkable testament to the teaching of our former students 

and exemplified the work that can happen here at Marlboro when energy and mind combine.” 

For a slideshow that captures the progression of these remarkable works of art, go to 

www.marlboro.edu/news/focus/drawing_marathon/.

Dead Tree Radio hits the virtual airwaves
If the latest indie music is not your cup of tea, what about ’90s pop, riot-folk, elevator music, 

deep classic rock or fusion jazz? Marlboro’s new online radio station, WDTR (Dead Tree Radio), 

has a cacophony of styles to choose from. More than 50 DJs offer 35 shows, with evocative 

names like “A Little Cloud,” “Dinner for Sinners,” “Rogue Unicorn Attack” and “Lost Keys.”

“As you can imagine, we get everything from some pretty weird ambient stuff to world 

music, to a show dedicated to playing just The Beatles,” said Adam Keller ’10, station manager. 

“With most DJs using an ipod or a computer as their playlist, I find that the shows are more 

eclectic than I’ve seen before.”

Adam had previous experience DJing throughout high school at WBOR, Bowdoin College’s 

radio station, and helped get Dead Tree Radio off the ground with the support of Ken Schneck, 

dean of students. Ken also had previous experience working on the radio 

station at Sarah Lawrence. They started out with some hand-me-down 

equipment from an old music studio, then applied to Town Meeting in 

spring of 2008 for a grant to get the radio station off the ground. 

“It’s been somewhat of a struggle to get decent equipment that’s easy 

to use and fits our functional needs,” said Adam. Thanks to the Town 

Meeting grant, the station acquired some industry-standard equipment, 

including microphones, studio monitors, a pair of CD players and various 

cables. Their latest addition is a telephone hybrid that allows callers to 

be heard on-air.

Most listeners are on campus, and the station is installing a server 

at the campus center that will play WDTR whenever the coffee shop 

is open, but the online platform means the station is accessible anywhere 

in the world. Listeners can tune in live, get RSS feeds of their favorite 

shows or even listen to podcasts of previous shows. Find out more at 

radio.marlboro.edu.
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Opposite: Sophomores 

Mercedes Lake and 

Grace Leathrum share 

some humorous banter 

on their Tuesday 

night show.

Above: Thomas Moore 

encourages students 

to explore the mysteri-

ous through the arts 

and humanities.

P h o t o s  b y 

A d a m  K e l l e r

Thomas Moore touts liberal education
“Today we are all caught unconsciously in the myth of our times: modernism,” said Thomas 

Moore, a best-selling author who writes about spirituality and cultivating soul in every aspect 

of life. “We believe in fact, information, training, data, research and numbers. Something is 

wrong with an education constrained by this mythology. It has no soul.”

Moore shared his views with an engaged audience in April, one of a lively series of lectures 

and other events at Marlboro this spring. In a lecture titled “A Liberating Education: How to Be 

a Person with Soul,” Moore shared thoughts on a subject dear to the heart of many participants: 

the value of liberal arts in higher education. He considers a “liberal” education as one that 

includes the freedom to explore ideas and spirituality through art, music, literature, poetry 

and other human pursuits of the soul.

“A liberal education means more than just focusing on the arts, such as art as entertainment 

or art as personal expression,” Moore said. “It means using the arts to explore the deep connection 

with the mysterious.”

Moore is the author of the book Care of the Soul and fifteen 

other books on deepening spirituality in a modernist world. 

Although his background is in Catholic theology, Moore’s talk 

drew from many other traditions, including Zen Buddhism, 

ancient Greek and poetry. He emphasized the tremendous wis-

dom these traditions hold for people young and old who want 

to “lead” their lives, rather than be led by them. 

“There is an alternative, a new way of imagining how and 

what to learn,” he writes. “In this new, ancient form of learn-

ing, the arts and ideas come back and along with them a sense 

of belonging to community. We become cultured persons rather than just informed and

skilled workers.” See Moore’s lecture at www.marlboro.edu/news/videos/thomas_moore/.

Also in April, biologist Dean Hamer shared his idea that humans have a genetic 

predisposition to mystical experiences in a talk titled “Gays, Genes and God.” Hamer, 

director of the Gene Structure and Regulation Unit at the U.S. National Cancer Institute, 

addressed a packed Whittemore Theater about his research and controversial theories on 

the genetic basis of behavior. These include his 1993 discovery of a gene that influences 

sexual orientation in men. 

Hamer’s lecture included a screening of Out in the Silence, which documents the remarkable 

chain of events that unfolded following his wedding to filmmaker Joe Wilson. See Hamer’s 

presentation at www.marlboro.edu/news/videos/dean_hamer/.

Other events packed into April included a reading and discussion by Bill Schubart, author 

of The Lamoille Stories; the film Taking Root: The Vision of Wangari Maathai, by local filmmakers 

Lisa Merton and Alan Dater; and a series of lectures titled “Vietnam: Voices from the Edge.” 

To learn about upcoming events this fall, go to www.marlboro.edu/news/events/.
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It has been a busy year so far 

for religion professor Amer 

Latif (above), who demonstrated 

that he can brandish squash 

racquets, citizenship oaths and 

Sufi poems with equal ease. 

Amer won the Division 1 

championship at February’s 

Brattleboro league squash play-

offs, taking the finals match in 

a 3-1 victory that prompted the 

Brattleboro Reformer to regard 

him as “seemingly invincible.” 

“The fun of the game is really 

in the playing,” said Amer, 

who began playing in his 

native Pakistan 20 years ago 

but first took it up seriously 

as a student at Bard College. 

Not one to rest on his laurels 

in the squash court, Amer 

went on to take the oath of 

U.S. citizenship in March and 

defend his doctoral disserta-

tion at Stony Brook University 

in April. His dissertation looks 

at Rumi’s interpretations of the 

Qur’an, focusing on the instruc-

tive but blameworthy character 

of the Pharaoh.  

Although Marlboro is about as 

far from urban as one can get, 

Marlboro College’s dean of 

faculty, Felicity Ratté (below), 

happens to have expertise in 

medieval paintings with an 

urban focus. Felicity, author of 

Picturing the City in Medieval 

Italian Painting (2006), was 

invited to give a paper at the 

Sewanee Medieval Colloquium 

as part of a session called, fit-

tingly, “Picturing the City.” 

The meeting, held in April at 

the University of the South in 

Sewanee, Tennessee, was on 

the general theme of the city 

in medieval life and culture. 

Felicity gave a paper titled 

“The City as History: Images 

of Florence and Her Rivals 

in the Illustrated Villani.” In 

May, she presented a paper at 

the International Congress of 

Medieval Studies at Western 

Michigan University in 

Kalamazoo, titled “Cult Images 

and Ritual Practice in the 

Illustrated Villani.”  

In December, community 

members gathered in the 

Campus Center to enjoy an 

evening of readings by 15 

students. The event, called 

the Dead Tree Review, was 

organized by seniors Max 

Henderson, Howard Parsons 

and Seth Sempere, who felt 

that writing students needed 

more of an outlet to share 

their work. Highlights included 

a free-verse poem by sophomore 

Errin Gaulin, a story of a sledding 

party gone awry by sophomore 

John Thorson and junior Laura 

Lancaster’s story of love, betrayal 

and vacuum cleaners. Other 

pieces were shared by juniors 

Mary Coventry, Michael Hamby, 

Lucy DeLaurentis, Lindsay 

O’Rourke and Evan Taylor; 

seniors Philip Holderith and 

Emily Kiernan; and alumnus 

Ryan Reeves ’08.

Although she’s not even a 

classics major, Sarah Fielding 

’09 has given a breath of fresh 

air to “Greek” life on college 

campuses across the country. 

Lambda 10 Project Fraternity 

& Sorority Transgender 

Resource Guide: “Beginning 

the Conversation” is the first 

publication of its kind, the 

product of Sarah’s internship 

last summer with Bay Area 

social activist Jessica Pettitt. 

Sarah returned to campus 

determined to create 

opportunities at Marlboro 

for communication about 

issues including race, gender 

and healthy eating. “Senior

year at Marlboro is a par-

ticularly hectic one,” said Ken 

Schneck, dean of students. 

“Apparently, no one conveyed 

this to Sarah Fielding.” She 

spearheaded evening programs 

called Intentional Dialogues, 

where students, faculty and 

staff sit at an “issue table” 

of their choice to share their 

thoughts and hear what 

others have to say on the 

topic. Her efforts gained her 

the 2008 Vermont “Catch a 

Rising Star” Scholarship from 

the National Association 

of Student Personnel 

Administrators. 

             Worthy of note
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Commencement 2009
It was a momentous morning for 75 graduates gathered in 

Persons on May 17, along with hundreds of family, friends and 

Marlboro community members, to celebrate the college’s 62nd 

commencement. President Ellen McCulloch-Lovell reminisced 

on conversations with these students and told them that who they 

had become at Marlboro would shape their future. For the first 

time there were two senior speakers, Max Henderson and Ryan 

Dolan, who urged their classmates to continue the bold experi-

ment they began together at Marlboro. An honorary degree was 

conferred upon Michael Bérubé, Pennsylvania State University 

Paterno Family Professor in Literature, who addressed those 

assembled about the importance of lifelong learning and the relevance of a liberal arts education 

in a changing world. When diplomas were handed out, they included those to Lynn Mahoney, 

presented by her father Jim Mahoney, professor of computer science, and to Elizabeth Toleno, 

presented by her father Tom Toleno, professor of psychology. The valediction was offered by biblical 

scholar A.K.M. Adam, senior Josiah Adam’s father, who sent the graduates into the world outside 

with the words, “Once you have made a home with truth, you can always come home again.”

From President Ellen McCulloch-Lovell’s address: Standing here now, I find 

it hard to imagine Marlboro without you. Some of you are going to jobs; some are traveling for a 

while; others are following the 12-mile rule and rolling down the hill to Brattleboro. Yet, memory 

will join us. The Marlboro you leave is a place, yes, but as Barack Obama said about America: 

it’s also an idea. I want you to remember the fierce beauty, the stark simplicity, the quiet retreat 

of this place, and conjure it up when you need it in the noisy world. What I want you to take 

with you, as you live your life forward, is the idea: there is the time to think, to discover, to find 

out how your mind works and what kind of a friend you are and community you will create. 

Hold onto the idea that you respect and are responsible for yourself and who you become, 

away from Marlboro and with Marlboro in you.

From Ryan Dolan and Max Henderson’s 
senior address: Max: Marlboro is a place 

charged by imagination, and was founded not as an 

academic ivory tower as many would have you for-

get. No, it was an experiment. It is an experiment. A 

63-year-old, beautiful experiment. I hope when I leave 

this place it continues to be an experiment: a place in 

constant search of redefining itself and refitting itself 

with a better sense of self-reliance and imagination than what we have now when we leave it.

Ryan: We have tried and failed and tried again, and I believe we are much greater for having 

P h o t o s  i n  t h i s 

s e c t i o n  b y 

M a r c u s  D e S i e n o , 

A d a m  K e l l e r  a n d 

D i a n n a  N o y e s .
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A L U M N I  N E W S
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Enterprise, an innovative company 

promoting sustainable development.

“Andy made me feel connected to this 

life,” said Michael Macher ’09. “You 

believed he could do the impossible. 

It was one of the most brilliant and 

beautiful things about him: he made 

idealism seem really cool.”

Allen Bibby, trustee
A Marlboro trustee for many years, Allen 

Bibby Sr. died in March at his home in 

Palm City, Florida, at the age of 87. He was 

born in 1921 in New York City, where his 

father was a principal in the Bibby Line, a 

venerable steamship company. The Bibbys 

moved to Brattleboro, Vermont, in 1936, 

purchasing part of the old Dickenson estate, 

now the campus of World Learning. Allen 

graduated from Amherst College in 1942 

and then served in the army, including time 

in Okinawa. Following the war, he joined 

the Mobil Oil Company, working eight 

years in industrial relations. He met his 

Canadian wife, Joan Keefer, in Colombia, 

and they married in Caracas, Venezuela. 

Allen resigned from Mobil in 1961 to 

open a real estate business in Brattleboro. 

He also embarked on a long association 

with Marlboro College as a part-time fund-

raiser. During his 47 years of devotion, he 

served as administrative assistant, clerk of 

the board, full trustee and honorary trustee, 

which he remained until his death. Former 

president Tom Ragle called him “serious 

and loyal, with a low-key sense of humor.” 

An example is the time he summed up 

the sentiments of the board in 1966, in 

response to the appearance of a barefoot, 

bewhiskered and unclean student on the 

streets of Brattleboro, by suggesting “we 

should all suffer our nausea with good 

humor.” Although generally quite conser-

vative, he accepted the college without 

reservation, even during the tumultuous 

’60s and ’70s, and sent his sons Tom Bibby 

’78 and Chris Bibby, who attended from 

1975 to 1977. 

 

Lanice Aldridge, 
visiting faculty
Local community member Lanice Aldridge 

died in February at the age of 85. Lanice 

was married to writer/literary critic John 

Aldridge, and they lived in San Francisco; 

Burlington, Vermont; and Princeton, 

New Jersey before moving to Brattleboro 

in 1953. She taught linguistics and cre-

ative writing at Marlboro College in the 

early 1960s, as well as art in Brattleboro 

schools and Spanish at Keene High School. 

Following graduate studies at the University 

of Massachusetts, Lanice ran her own plant 

shop in Brattleboro and was employed at 

Omega Optical for more than 15 years. 

She maintained an active social life in 

the Ames Hill –Marlboro community. 

Gail Cooper, 
director of financial aid
Gail Cooper, of West Brattleboro, died 

in January, at the age of 66, following a 

yearlong struggle with cancer. She spent 

most of her working life in the fields of 

social work, education and teaching. 

Following college Gail was a VISTA vol-

unteer on the island of Molokai (Hawaii) 

and later spent three years working for the 

American Friends Service Committee in 

eastern Kentucky. She moved to Vermont 

in 1970 and served as director of financial 

aid for Marlboro College from 1977 to 

1985. On retirement Gail embarked on 

a number of fulfilling volunteer efforts, 

including serving as a Justice of the Peace, 

tutoring and registering prison inmates 

to vote and helping send books to needy 

classrooms throughout the country.
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Participants in last fall’s Bridges trip to the coastal waters 

of Maine and Canada test out the efficacy of a kayak sail. 
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