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John also served on the boards of the
Browning School, the Fogg Museum at
Harvard, the Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center, the American Federation
of Arts, the National Foundation for the
Advancement in the Arts and Americans
for the Arts. He was a lifetime member of
the American Association of Arts Deans.
He was an avid collector of drawings and
other works of art as well as antiques,
especially automobiles. John is survived by
his wife of over 60 years, Anne, whom he
met in Montgomery, Alabama, during his
war service, as well as three children, four

grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

Cedar Cowles,
former student

Cedar Fleming Cowles died the morning
of June 23, 2008, at her home in Charlotte
Village, Vermont. She was born in
Shelburne in 1946, and attended Marlboro
from 1964 to 1968, with a focus in French
and art history. Cedar was a lifelong horti-
culturalist and a peony and lilac enthusiast.
She studied homeopathic medicine
for many years and helped a great many
people with their illnesses and afflictions.
She was a passionate photographer, a world
traveler and a collector of local art and

foreign automobiles. A fearsome card
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player, Cedar socialized with a variety of
poker and bridge groups. Her abilities

in bocce, billiards and darts were
universally renowned.

“Her generosity and warmth attracted a
large group of friends who cared very deeply
for her and kept her company throughout
her life,” said Cedar’s son, Merlin Backus.
“Until the end, she wore a flower in her
hair and refused to put on shoes; the right
to be barefoot was a staple of her ideology.
Even at the end, Cedar’s positive attitude,
love, hearty laugh and cheerful outlook
gave comfort and hope to all.”

Cedar is survived by her five siblings,
her father, her daughter and two sons,
her cat and numerous cousins, nieces

and nephews.
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Parting Shot

Senior Caitlin Harder displays her sculpture in wood,

wire and milkweed seeds, part of her Plan work.

Photo by Jeff Woodward
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